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MRS. DENNY’S DIARY. 
To the Editors of the Massacnusetts M. MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN; 


Ef the following extra&s from a diary, kept by Mrs. Evizasetu 
Denny, late wife of Col. Samuel Denny, of Leicefler, be worthy of 
a place in your ufeful Magazine, they are at your fervice. Mrs. 
Denny was daughter of Daniel Henfhaw, Efq. was born Sept. 27, 
1737, and died Dec. 7, 1787- 


HIS day I fet apart for fafting and 
. prayer, to humble myfelf before God, 
to bring my own cafe before him, and with deep humiliation, 
O that I might rend my heart, and return unto him from 
whom I have revolted! How fweetly does he fpeak, “ Re- 
turn, O backfliding daughter, and I will heal your back/lidings, faith 
the Lord.” “ O Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf, but in me is thy 
help”? Blefled God, thy mercies to me have been innumera- 
ble. Thou haft appeared for me in ficknefs, and hatft deliver- 
edme. How often have my prayers been anfwered by thee ! 
Ungrateful wretch! let me hate myfelf! hate my fins, 
loathe and abhor myfelf for them. Let me admire a merciful 
and gracious God while 1 live. Enable me, blefled God, to 
come wholly out of myfelf, and rely upon thee. Q that I 
might covenant with thee, refolving in thy ftrength to be 
for thee, and for none other. O molt hely God, for the 
No. a1. Vol. IIL. Cce¢ fake 
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fake of the paffion of thy dear Son, accept of thy poor prod- 

igal, now proftrating herfelf at the door of thy mercy. Ihave 

fallen from thee by my iniquity. I have made myfelf a child 

ot hell by my wicked pra@ice. But thou halt promifed me 

grace in Chrilt, if 1 will return to thee with all my heart. 

At the call of the gofpel I now come in, throw down my 
weapons, fubmit myfelf to thy mercy, and in compliance with 

thy requirement, renounce thine enemies, with whom [I ac- 

knowledge J have wickedly fided, From the bottom of my 

heart [renounce them all; and firmly covenant with thee, not 
to allow my/(elf in any known fin, confcientioufly to ufe all the 
means thou hatt prefcribed for the extirpation of my corrup- 
‘tions ; and, whereas [ have formerly inordinately and idola- 
troufly let out my affections uponthe world, I do refign up my 

Aeart to thee, the maker of it; humbly vowing before thy 
Majelty, it is the firm refolution of my heart, that I will for- 

fake all that is dear to me im this world, rather than turn from 
‘thee; that { will watch againft all the temptations of fin, lett 
they fhould draw my heart from thee. And I befeech thee 

alfo to help me to reiift all the temptations of Satan, to whofe 

wicked fuggeltions I refolve by thy grace never to yield. 

And becauie my own righteoufnefs is but as filthy rags, I re- 

nounce all confidence therein, and acknowledge that I am in 
myfelf a hopelefs, helplefs, undone creature. And becaufe 
thou haft, ef thy boundlefs mercy, offered to me, a wretched 

finner, to accept me again through Chrift, if I will accept of 

thee; I call heaven and earth to record this day, that [ do 
here ‘folemnly avouch thee for my God; and with all poffible 
veneration bow my foul at the feet of thy molt facred majelty ; 

I.do here take the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 

for my portion, and do give up myfelf, body and foul, to thy 
fervice, promiling and vowing to ferve thee in holinefs and 
righteoufnefs all the days of my life. And fince thou haft ap- 
pointed the Lord Jefus Chrift as the only way of coming to 
thee, I do here, upon the bended knees of my foul, accept of 

him as the new and living way of accefs tothee ; [ do folemnly 
join myfelf inmarriage covenant to him, O bleffed Jefus, I come 
-to thee hungry, poor, and wretched, miferable, and blind, and naked, 
‘a molt loathfome, polluted wretch, a guilty condemned inale- 
factor, unworthy to wath the feet of the fervants of my Lord ; 

much more to be married to thee, the king of glory. But 

fuch being thy unparalleled love, I do here with all my pow- 
ers accept thee, and do take thee for my head and hufband ; to 
know, love, and obey thee before all others, and unto the death. 
I embrace thee in all thy offices,and renouncing my own wiidom, 

I do take thee to be the Lord my righteouinefs. I renounce 
: my 
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my own will, and take thy will for my law; and fince thou 
haft told me, I muft fuffer with thee, if I would reign with thee, 
1 do here covenant to take my lot as it falls with thee, and, by 
thy grace aflifting, to run all hazards with thee, verily deter- 
mining that neither life nor death fhall part between me and 
thee; and becaufe thou haft been pleafed to give me thy holy 
Jaws as the rule of my life, and the way in which I am to walk 
to thy kingdom, [ here willingly put my neck under thy yoke, 
fubmitting to all thy laws as holy, juft and good. I folemnly 
take them as the rule of my thoughts, words and ations; 
promifing that though my flefh contradi& and rebel, I will en- 
deavour to order and govern my whole life according to thy di- 
rection. And now, Almighty God, fearcher of hearts, thou 
knowelt that I make this covenant with thee this day without 
any known guile or refervation, befeeching thee that if thou 
feeft falfehood therein, thou wouldeft difcover it to me, and 
help me to do that which fhall be pleafing to thee. And now 
glory be to thee, O God the Father, whom I fhall be bold from 
this day forward to call upon as my God, that ever thou 
fhouldeit find out fuch a way for the recovery of undone fin- 
ners. Glory to thee, O God the Son, that thou haft loved me 
and walhed me from my fin in thine own blood, and art now 
become my Saviour and my Redeemer. Glory be to thee, O 
God the Holy Ghoft, who, by the finger of thine almighty 
power, haft turned about my heart from fin to God. O Jeho- 
vah, Lord God omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, thou 
art now become my covenant friend, and I through thy grace 
am become thy covenant fervant. The covenant I have made 
on earth let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

“Dec. 24,1763. This day have I fet apart for fafling and 
prayer, to humble myfelf before God, for my innumerable fins, 
and to afk mercy for myfelf and children. O that I might be 
enabled this day to beg his pardoning mercy for my many fins, 
and that I may be fitted for his blefled will concerning me. 
Blefled God, keep me from vain thoughts this day. Keep me 
from thinking I can merit any thing by fuch performances. 
The beft of thy children, after all the duty they have done, are 
but unprofitable fervants. Then whatam J, Lord,who am the 
leaft of all, and lefs than nothing, if 1 am thine? But dare I 
think I am one of that bleffed number, who am fo full of fin 
and pollution? O, my heart cries, unclean, unclean! Blefled 
God, grant that I may be fincere in my endeavours, and look 
for acceptance only in and through thy dear Son. The heart 
thou regardeft. “ Even to this man wilt thou look, that is of 
an humble and contrite fpirit, and that trembleth at thy word.” 


O that thy bleffed Spirit may afi me this day to be both re 
e 








404 Mrs. Denny’s Diary. (Apri, 


eft and fincere in my cries to thee for myfelf and family, and 
all that are near and dear to me by the bonds of nature and of 
grace. And bleffed God, do thou accept me, and may it bea 
good day to my foul. 

“ Jan. 7, 1764. Blefled God, may I love thee for thy purity 
and holinefs, as well as for thy mercies. O that I may not be 
found among the hypocrites, deceiving myfelf with a falfe hope. 
Jam under great doubts and darknefles. Dark clouds hang over 
my foul. 1 fear I know not God asI ought. I fear I do not 
Jove him from right principles, nor perform my duties out of 
right ends. O blefled God, enlighten thine handmaid, and 
quicken me in every duty ; aflilt me and accept me. O that 
I may fear to oifend thee and delight in obeying thee, and that 
from a fincere heart, a humble and a contrite fpirit, for fuch thou 
wilt not defpife. May I take delight in thy ways, worfhip and 
ordinances. May all thy ways be pleafantnefs, and all thy 
paths be peace untome. Own my little ones. Blefs them, and 
make them thine in the day that thou makeft up thy jewels. QO 
enable me to bring them up for thy glory. 

“ July 6,1766. Another Sabbath hath revolved over me, in 
which I have been admitted to the table of the Lord. Bleffed 
be thy name, O gracious Saviour, that my life has been {pared 
tothis day. But O, I lament the hardnefs of my heart before 
thee. The world, the cares and the vanities of it, draw my 
heart from my God. Pardon me, heavenly Father, and for thy 
dear Son’s fake, grant that I may do my duty cheerfully and 
in fincerity. 

“‘ Sept. 17, 1767. O moft blefled God, may I come before 
thee with a heart full of gratitude for thy great goodnefs to me 
in granting me another fon. ‘Thou art the fame God yefter- 
day, to-day and forever. Enable thy handmaid in thy ftrength 
to take up new refolutions to ferve thee. O that I may be en- 
abled to give up my little one in an acceptable manner. Do 
thou accept it in and through thy dear Son. O that my eyes 
may be opened, and my heart foftened, that I may let in the 
King of glory with all his beauty, and fee him to be the chief 
among ten thoufand and altogether lovely. 

«“ And now I have given up my little one in baptifm, engag- 
ed for it to bring it up in thy fear. O God, enable thine hand- 
maid to fulfil her covenant engagements with thee. Make it a 
child of thy covenant. Thou knoweft I have no might of my 
own. But thou canft workin me both to will and to do of thy 
good pleafure. 


(To be cartinued. ) 
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ASTE, agreeably to the proper acceptation of the word, 
T is that pleafure or difpleafure we perceive when we ap- 
ply that which is odible or potable to our natural palate ; and 
by general confent the word tafte is ufed metaphorically to 
denote the pleafure or difpleafure we derive from literary pro- 
duétions. 

The definitions of tafte have been almoft as numerous and 
various as the authors who have handled the fubjeé&t. Not be- 
ing fully fatisfied with any which we retain, for the fake of a 
candid and friendly examination we will hazard the following 
defcription. 

Literary tafte is that mental pleafure or difpleafure which 
we perceive while attending to ufeful or unufeful compofitions 
or produétions. We fay ufeful or unufeful, becaufe utility or 
inutility muft always be the object of tafte. For we have no 
authority to be pleafed with compofitions, which are not ufe- 
ful, nor to be difpleafed with thofe which are ufeful. The 
fentiments, the arrangements, the periods, and even the words, 
which a writer or {peaker adopts, are calculated to anfwer a 
valuable purpofe, or the reverfe ; and thofe who decide on his 
performance muft be under the guidance of utility; for there 
is no other proper criterion of human actions in any cafe what- 
ever. By this all our adtions will be eftimated. 

But what is utility in literary productions? To avoid every 
thing in the anfwer which is fpecious and ambiguous, that 
compofition is ufeful, which is calculated to benefit men and 
honour God. In other words, thofe produétions are marked 
with utility, which tend to promote the highelt happinets of 
whe univerfe. 

This then being granted, that utility, according to the pres 
ceding view of it, is the great object of tafte, and that we mult 
approve compofitions which are calculated to do good, and 
vice verfa; is it not neceflary to afcertain the proper ftandard 
of utility ? How fhall we determine what is ufeful and what is 
unufeful in literary productions? The queftion is attended 
with fome difficulty ; but not, perhaps, with more, than many 
ethers relative to our duty in particular cafes and circum- 
ftances. A proper ftandard may be pointed out, though we 
fail in the attempt. The cultivated, improved reafon of men 
has difcovered it; and we fhall aicertain it, if properly atten- 
tive to the productions of the moft wife and devout men, and 
more efpecially if we attend properly to the infpired writings, 
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To approach the ftandard is ever by an eafy gradation: 
fhall we for inftance approve and follow the prevailing fafhion 
of modern drefs? Reafon and difcretion forbid it; for it is 
the expreflion of vanity and folly. Shall we beftow our char- 
ity on the beggars now foliciting at the door ? Confcience and 
experience reftrain us ; for they have the marks of idlenefs, in- 
temperance and impudence, rather than the appearance of real 
beggars, who actually need our affiftance. Shall I give my 
child the advantages of a liberal education? Reafon fays, by 
no means; for he is both dull and idle: and when the quef- 
tion is put, Shall we approve the compofitions of Voltaire and 
Edwards? Improved reafon fays, approve the ftyle of the 
one, and the fentiments of the other. In all cafes of this na- 
ture, improved reafon or correc&t experience is the ftandard. 
It is a good rule, if not infallible ; for as the public experiment 
of ages has afcertained the beft method of travelling by fea 
and land, and of cultivating the earth; fo the improved ex- 
Sage 5 of men of genius and ability, fuch as Newton, Berk- 
ey and Addifon, under the impulfe of enlightened confcience 
and lively devotion, has undoubtedly difcovered and amply 
difplayed the nature of correé& tafte in literary productions. 
There is no more danger of derogating from literary propri- 
ety or a correct tafte, while we carefully copy thefe great maf- 
ters, than there is of a pilot’s miffing his deftined port, while 
correctly regulating his courfe by the compafs; or of a trav- 
eller’s deviating to his difadvantage, while he carefully moves 
in the public road. As the public road is direé to the capital ; 
as the mariner’s compafs is correct ; fo, comparatively, is the 
literary copy of the moft learned and devout men. Their 
improved heads and hearts have guided their tongues, and 
they write and {peak in a correct manner. But granting that 
no human writers and fpeakers have yet reached the point of 
perfection in literary produttions, yet we may be fure, afide 
from the queftion relative to plenary infpiration, that God has 
addrefied the children of men with perfect propriety. The ex- 
prefiions of Jehovah are the expreflions of perfect tafte. His 
fubject, words, and arrangements, his fentences and periods 
are ali pertect. ‘They never will be exceeded by human exer- 
tion and improvement. Hence to the honour of infpiration, 
if it be not an argument in favour of the divinity of fcrip- 
ture, the correct talte difplayed in the ftory of Jofeph and his 
brethren, has never been excelled, if equalled, by any fubfe- 
quent compofitions. Zenophon’s narrative of Panthea, the 
captive of Cyrus, before whofe inimitable charms that victo- 
rious general at 24 years of age dared not hazard his eyes 
er virtue, though it furpafles other compofitions, ancient or 

modern, 
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modern, in point of correé tafte, is inferior to the hiftory of 
‘Jofeph. The facred volume, therefore, making proper al- 
lowance for the difadvantage attached to it, by an imperfect 
tranflation, is undoubtedly the beft ftandard of tafte. For in 
the original, as the greateft matters will inform us, though 
Mark does not exprefs himfelf like Luke or Paul, and though 
the ftyle of Amos is not like that of Ezekiel and Ifaiah, yet 
each writer was under the influence of a correct tafte. ‘he 
Bible relates things in that confpicuous, nervous, proper, fim- 
ple, fublime and pathetic manner, which correfponds with its 
fubjects. 

In.one word ; if we confider utility the object of tafte, and 
the improved mind of man the ftandard, we (hall find no dif- 
ficulty relative to the true theory of tafte: and cannot we re- 
duce correct theory to correfpondent practice ? Since we have 
fuch excellent examples before us, both of ancient and modern 
date, what except inattention prevents our commanding a 
proper, correct talte in compofition ? - 

The preceding definition, and the confequent remarks on 
tafte, reft 6n the facred and inviolable maxim, that all the 
works of nature are perfect in their connexions, and will per- 
fectly obtain the great end-of the Author. There is neither 
deficiency nor redundancyin the operations of God. Though 
imperfect men are incapable of fathoming his deep defigns 
in any inftance, and are enveloped in thick darknefs, yet 
the glorious period will foon arrive, when light will difpel 
darknefs, and when good will be the refult of all evil, both nat- 
ural and moral. It hence follows, as the difplay of nature is 
the copy, which we are called to follow, that all the regular 
and laudable works of art are the juft imitations of nature. 
The orrery, for inftance, which exhibits the harmonious move- 
ments and connexions of the heavenly bodies; the lamp, 
which difpels the darknefs of the ¢vening from our domettic 
circles ; the houfes we erect for our comfortable refidence, and 
all other ufeful expreffions of art, not excepting the compofi- 
tion of words, the conftruction of fentences, and the ftyle of a 
literary performance, calculated to aid the intellectual inter- 
courfe between men, are but fo many faint imitations or tranf- 
cripts of God’s unrivalled operations in the works of creation 
and providence. All the difplays of art are works of admi- 
ration, accordingly as they anfwer to the archetype, or the 
wife and benevolent defign of nature ; for nature does nothing, 
except upon the noble, fublime principle of general utility. 
The introduction of the evening lamp, which lights the houfe, 
refembles the introduction of the morning fun, which draws 
afide the curtain of the night, and makes the day. But, the 
" moment 
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moment the matters of art difregard the archetype, and origi- 
nate machines or compofitions, which are deftitute of utility, 
theirprodudtionsare jultly difregarded, andeven defpifed by men 
of a correct and virtuous tafte. Though fome detached parts of a 
ufelefg machine and literary compofition difcover ingenuity and 
numerous traits of natural beauty, yet when viewed in connex- 
ion with the whole, they excite difguft rather than pleafure. 
Witnefs the elevated and dangerous voyages of the balloon, 
and a thoufand other monuments of human vanity and pride, 
not to, mention the pernicious fafhions in the article of drefs, 
and the evil of fingle combats. How often have perfons ex- 
pofed both their natural and moral deformity, while attempt- 
ung to decorate themfelves beyond the beautiful limits of na« 
ture? How often alfo have we been deeply difgufted with au- 
thors, who have fenk far beneath the reputation of a fimple 
ftyle, while agonizing after fublime diction and expreffion ? 
Many authors appear very fimple and deeply intoxicated to 
all men except thofe who prefer folly before found wifdom. 

There is a manifeft analogy between the drefs of the body 
and the mind. As there ts a mode of drefs which ornaments 
the body, there is alfo a mode of diction or writing which 
ornaments the mind; but, alas! there are many modes of 
dreis which disfigure and difhonour the body ; there are alfo 
as many modes of diction and writing, which but proftitute the 
human mind. For inftead of being natural, or a difplay of 
that good fenfe and dignity, which are infeparably attached 
to correct productions, they degrade the human mind by ex- 
prefling very little except vanity and impertinence, and fhad- 
ow without fubftance. © 

If vain, empty, impertinent and pompous authors were ca- 
pable of realizing inftruction and reformation, they would 
fpéedily appear in a different attitude. For the proud and 
wanton’ drefs ef thoufands at the prefent day is a ftriking ex- 
ample. of. their folly and unchafte manner of writing, {peak- 
ing and thinking. 

‘o conclude ; when a man, properly qualified to inftru& 
others, fits down to write, he afks himfelf whether his mind is 
fuitably informed, and his heart virtuoufly inclined. Having 
fome ithare of confidence in his ability and qualifications, both 
moral and acquired, he carefully fixes on his fubjeét. Being 
fatisfied with the interefting nature of his objeét, he judicioufly 
arranges the leading fentiments of his intended production. 
After afcertaining a clear view of his complex object; after 
laying his foundation and erecting his frame, he judicioufly 
covers and finifhes it with proper materials. ‘To difmifs the 
metaphor ; in compliance with the direction of Longinus, that 
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prince of critics, he afks himfelf, while about to write, how the 
beft authors would exprefs themfelves on the fame fubjeé. 
With his mind and heart thus imprefled with the magnitude 
of his object, and the neceffity of expreffing himfelf in corref- 
pondent ftyle, he taftes the pertinence and propriety of his, 
own words and periods, and writes in fuch a manner, that al 
his judicious readers are compelled to fay, that he writes for 
the fake of public advantage, and not for the fake of perfonal 
applaufe. He difplays his fubject rather than himfelf. 7 

This is the man of talte, while delineating his own thoughts 
for the eye of the public. He thinks correély, utility is the 
facred object of his mind, and he difcovers his tafte by cloth- 
ing his thoughts or exhibiting his mind on the fubje& before 
him by proper advantageous expreflions. When he writes or 
{peaks, he fhews the object of his mind to others ; but when 
he reads or hears, he is attentive to afcertain the mid of the 
author or fpeaker. If his author ufes words without any 
mind, the man of tafte foon difcovers it; if he ufes words 
without any diftin& or interefting fubje&, he difcovers its 
if he ufes words incorreétly relative to an important fubjeé, 
he difcovers it; and if he by proper expreffions happily ex- 
hibits the object of his mind,-he difcovers it, and treats it ac- 
cording to its merit. He is conyerfant with the mind, and 
its indexes or expreflions. Thofe authors, therefore, and thofe 
only, are men of tafte, who not only poflefs improved minds, 
but are capable of clothing or exprefling them ina correét, 
ufeful manner, and of difcriminating between the correc and 
meorreé&t productions of other minds, As the mouth taltes 
meat ; as the ear tries founds ; as the eye meafures diftances 
and difcovers both beauty and deformity ; fo his mind decides 
with pleafure or difpleafure on literary productions according- 
ly as they are ufeful or the reverfe. Mind is the ftandard of 
mind ; and no virtuous mind will approve that compofition, 
which is deftitute of utility. The improved, cultivated mind 
is always delighted with literary beauties and always difgulted 
with literary deformities. But to arrive at the elevated ftandard 
and decide impartially, requires the labour of a ftudent, who 


loves the midnight lamp. 
| SALUS, 
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SOLEMN INTERVIEW. 


I HAD, fays Mr. K. an opportunity of fpending an hour 
A with my dear old friend. I had every reafon to conclude 
this would be our laft interview ; and I have no doubt, from 
No. 11. Vol. III. Dod the 
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the tenour of his converfation, he thought the fame. In our 
difcourfe, we took a retrofpeéct of our life, as conneéted by the 
fweet ties of Chriftian friendfhip; we recollected the faithful- 
ne{s of God to his promifes ; how much better he had been to 
us than our fears had fyggefted ; what he had done for us and 
by us, as Chriftians and as minifters; we looked forward with 
a pleafing hope, to a ftate of everlafting bleffednefs and perfec- 
tion. Our laft parting was fanctified, and fweetened by prayer 
and praife. I believe we had the refrefhing prefence of God, 
and enjoyed the confoling influence of the Divine Spirit ; and 
we both felt as though we fhould never, never meet again, till 
we arrived in heaven. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


“ The heart is deceitful above all things, and defper ately wicked 3 
who can know it ?” 


No: VIII. 
( Continued from page 383.) 


yf N feveral preceding numbers, remarks were made ou the 
deceitfulnefs of the human heart, in fuggefting pleas and 
excufes for negle& of external duty with refpeé& to family 
prayer, and the divine inftitutions of baptifm, of the Lord’s fup- 
per, and the public worfhip of God. 

As the field for remarking on pleas and excufes, made for 
neglect of external duty in its various branches, is too extenfive 
to be paffed over, confiltently with our defign, we fhall make 
no further advance in it ; but only obferve, in general, that all 
fuch pleas and excufes muft be fallacious and final, becaufe they 
are oppofed to the authority of that God, whofe we are, and 
whofe commands we are under indifpenfable obligation to 
obey. 

The,defign of this number is to remark on the deceitfulnefs 
of the heart, in framing pleas and excufes for negleét of 
duty in an internal manner, or in fpirit and in truth. 

It has before been obferved, that wicked men have no ob- 
jection to the external performance of feveral branches of du- 
ty, becaufe they can perform thém in perfec confiftency with 
the moft felfith feelings of their hearts; but to perform any 
act of duty 4eartily as to the Lord, they find themfelves alto- 
gether averfe. ‘Hence they are led to invent, and urge excufes, 
for their neglect to'’give God the obedience of their hearts. : 
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Goi' requires wicked men to be reconciled to his charaéter, 
to appiove of all his condud, and to fubmit, without referve, 
to his aythority. The manner of this requirement is greatly 
diverfifieg. Sometimes one capital article of duty, which vir- 
tually comprehends all others, is enjoined upon them, and 
fometimes another. 

When wicked men are required to repent, believe, love God, 
imitate their Saviour, and take up:the crofs; to be clothed 
with humility,-to be holy, and to make to themfelves a new 
heart and a new fpirit, duty in general is enjoined upon them. 
Hence the finner, in the exercife of repentance, virtually, and 
by juft conftrudtion, exercifes faith, love to God, &c. He be- 
comes a new creature; the temper or difpofition of his heart 
undergoes a radical change ; old things are done away, and all 
things become new. 

Now in thus obeying God, or performing duty, the deart is 
employed. And here is the nature of duty, or true obedience, 
to be found, and ftri@ly {peaking, here on/y. But to perform 
duty in this way, or by exercifes of heart, wicked men are fix- 
edly oppofed. Yet, as confcience is apt to be clamorous and 
to reproach them for difobedience ; and as they difrelifh the 
feelings of felf-condemnation for their neglect of duty, they de- 
vife and employ a variety of excufes for it, to ftop the mouth 
of confcience, and to remove difturbance from their minds. 
Several of thefe we fhall now notice, and endeavour to dete& 
their deceitfulnefs, and expofe their fallacy and wickednefs. 

The firft plea we fhall notice, as made by deceitful and 
wicked men, for their neglect to perform duty from the heart, 
or in fpirit and in truth, may be thus ftated; ‘* The perform- 
ance of duty in this way, or with {piritual exercifes and affec- 
tions, implies regeneration or the new creature. ‘To accom- 
plith this great work, a confiderable time muft be employed ; 
perhaps feveral years. It is impoffible to become truly obe- 
dient or real Chriftians inftantaneoufly. We muft become 
fuch charaéers in a gradual manner. And in order to this, 
we mutt ufe the means of grace. We mutt confider our ways, 
read the Bible, and attend diligently on the preaching of the 
word; and carefully difcharge all the moral and facial duties. 
In this way we muit take pains to wean our hearts from im- 
proper objects, and from an undue attachment to all temporal 
things; and tix them, fupremely, on objeéts and things ofa 


Seavenly and everlafting nature. To thefe doings we mut 
add prayer to God, that he would be pleafed mercifully to af- 


fift and accept us, through Chrift the Redeemer.” 

This plea, to many, appears plaufible, and feems to be fatis- 
factory. Nor will it be denied that fome things contained in 
it are corre@ and agreeable to truth. Yet when colledtively 
confidered, 
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confidered, and in relation to its general object, it is, we are 
perfuaded, exceedirigly deéeitful, delufive and unreafonable. 
Perhaps no excufe for neglect immediately to comply with the 
divine commands, is of fo ftupifying and dangerous a nature 
and tendency. | 

This plea evidently goes to prove, that it is not the next, or 
immediate duty of finners, in an impenitent ftate, to repent, be re- 
conciled to God, or become new creatures ; but that fome- 
thing is previoufly to be done, as duty, in order to this effect ; 
and indeed that many things are previoufly to be done, the 
deing of which will require confiderable time. Impenitent 
finners, (the plea fuppofes, if it have any meaning,) are not to 
perform the duties preparatory to repentance, with a penitent 
heart, but in order to obtain a penitent heart. They are not 
to perform them with that faith, by which the juft do live, but 
in order to obtain that faith. They are not to perform thefe 
duties from holy ahd obedient love to God, but with a view to 
obtain that love. This, it is believed, is a correét and impar- 
tial ftaternent of the plea, which is made by many for their 
neglect immediately to perform duty, or the divine commands, 
with the inner man of the heart. But that this plea is alto- 
gether unreafonable, and the offspring of a heart exceedingly 
deceitful and wicked, is evident, it is believed, from the follow- 
ing confiderations. | . 

1. The wicked and impenitent heart is as unreafonable, and 
as truly abhorrent in the pure eyes of the Divine Holinefs, the 
prefent moment, as it will be at any future time; it is there- 
fore as really the duty of the finner now, to renounce his im- 
penitent heart by the exercife of true repentenee, and this is 
now a fervice as reafonable and fit, as it will be at any future 
period. If any reafon can be affigned why it will be his duty 
to repent to-morrow, next week, next year, or a period farther 
remote, may not the fame reafon be afligned, to fhew that this 
is now his duty ? 


2. It isas eafy a fervice for the finner to repent, or become re- |" 


conciled to God now, as it will be at any futuretime. If repent- 
ance be now a hard or difficult tafk, will delay render it lefs 
hard or difficult ? The longer the duty is delayed, the more un- 


willing the finner will become to perform it. Are obltacles | 


now in his way to the performance of it? But by procraftina- 
tion, thefe obftacles will increafe and become more formidable 


and difheartening. How many are there, grown old in fin, | 


who can, from alarming experience, witnefs to the truth of thefe 
remarks ! 


3. To delay the duty of repentance or reconciliation to God, | 
is extremely hazardous from a variety of confiderations, and © 
particularly from the confideration of the fhortnefs and uncer- — 
tainty ; 
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tainty of life, Life, at longeft, is but fhort. It is a vapour, 
which appeareth but a little time, and then vanifheth away. 
But how often is this vapour fuddenly diffipated, and almolt as 
foon as itis formed? Sinners have no aflurance of even a to- 
morrow opportunity to repent and make their peace with Heav- 
en. Inthe midft of life they are in death. 

4. The plea under confideration has a powerful tenden+ 
ey to keep the nature of duty out of the finner’s view, to 
blind his mind with refpeé to the awful guilt of his difobedi- 
ence, to ftupify his confcience, to make him think that he is be- 
coming morally better, when the cafe is far otherwife ; to lull 
him into a ftate of dangerous fecurity, and to lead him to cry 
peace and fafety, when the moft direful deftruction may be but 
jut before him. Such dangerous and alarming effects may be 
reafonably expected from embracing and urging the plea above 
ftated, for neglect immediately to obey the divine commands, 
in ipirit andintruth. And is it not to be apprehended, that 
multitudes have been allured by it into the pit of endlefs de- 

ruction ? 

5. When the impenitent finner attends to the means of grace, 
as above reprefented, without any real holinefs or right affection 
of heart, which always is the cafe while he remains impenitent, 
he does nothing which is acceptable to God, becaufe he does 
nothing, as to manner or difpofition, which is required of him. 
All impenitent performances are not only unacceptable, but dif- 
pleafing to the eyes of the Divine Holinefs. The plowing of 
the wicked is fin; their prayers are an abomination to God. 
He does not hear them. And when they come to worfhip be- 
fore him, he thus remonftrates againft them, “ Who hath re- 
quired this at your hands to tread my court ? Bring no more 
vain oblations ; the calling of folemn aflemblies I cannot away 
with ; it is iniquity, even the folemn meeting. And when ye 
fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear.”” Can it reaion- 
ably be fuppofed that external religious performances, refulting 
from, or connected with unholy and finful affeAtions, will con- 
ciliate the divine approbation and acceptance, or renew and 
fanctify the heart? As well may you believe that the operations 
of mere matter are capable of producing fpiritual exiftence, or 
that the painter’s pencil is capable of giving life, activity, fight, 
hearing, &c. to the infenfible portrait or picture, which it de- 
lineates on the canvafs. 

6. God requires impenitent finners immediately to repent 
and become reconciled to his charaéter and condué, or to per- 
form duty in fpirit and in truth ; and in no other way. He 
does rot allow them to retain an impenitent temper of heart, a 
fingle moment. No precept or command is to be found in the 

Bible, 
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Bible, which allows them to temporize or to defer the performs 
ance of duty, as it refpedts the heart, to a future feafon. All 
the divine commands addrefied to them to repent, believe, 
&c. are in the prefent time, ‘and of courfe enjoin prefent duty. 
It cannot reafonably be doubted, that if the commands of God 
imply obligation to obedience, this obligation exifts at the pref= 
ent moment, as truly as it can be fuppofed ro exilt, at any fu- 
ture moment. 

Can the above obfervations, or either of them, be reafonably 
gueltioned, as to their truth and importance? It is prefumed 
they cannot. Mutt it not appear, then, fatisfactorily evident to 
every unprejudiced and attentive mind, that the plea under con- 
fideration, urged by finners, for their neglect immediately ta 
obey the divine commands, from the heart, is highly unreafon- 
ble, prefumptuous and finful? Mauft it not originate from a 
heart deceitful above all things and defperately wicked ! 

Another plea which is frequently urged by impenitent finners, 
for their neglect of repentance, or to perform, from the heart, 
the divine commands is, that they have not fufficient power 
ability. Their plea, for fubftance, may be thus ftated. “ we 
are willing and defirous to do the things, which God requires 
of us;, we endeavour, and ftrive to do them, and, oftentimes, 
with great afliduity and earneftnefs; we fliould be exceeding- 
ly glad to repent and become new creatures ; we try and labour 
to be renewed in the fpirit of our minds, and earneltly pray for 
this renewal. But alas! we labour in vain and fpend our 
flrength for nought. We cannot obtain what we feek for. 
We'cannot accomplifh our defires. We have a difpofition to 
obey God, but we find ourfelves unable to do it.” 

How often is fomething like this urged, by finners, for their 
neglect to repent of fin and become reconciled to God! But 
what is the real import and fpirit of this their plea ? Is it not to re- 
ply againft God, and to charge the crime of their difobedience 
upon him? They are willing, but not able, to contply with the 
divine commands? How direétly repugnant is this to the fenti- 
ments, which we ought to entertain of the charaéter of the all 
holy, juft and good God! and how contrary to the reprefenta- 
tion, which he has made in the {criptures of truth! Here, we 
find that God proportions duty to ftrength. “ Love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy frength.” Here, alfo, we find the 
difpotition or willingnefs, as plead for by finners, exprefsly de- 
nied, and the contrary afferted by Him, who is fully acquainted 
with the human heart and all its deceitfulnefs. ‘ Ye will not 
come unto me that ye might have life,” faid Chrift to the wick- 
ed Jews. This declaration as fuily applies to wicked men 


now, as it did to thofe, to whom it was immediately oe 
cy 
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They are equally unwilling, at the prefent day, to come to 
Chrift or perform their duty, as they were eighteen centuries 
paft. As in water face anfwereth to face, fo does the heart 
of man to man,” in every period of time. 

Now fince God does not require of finners any more than the 
exertion or improvement of all their ftrength, in obeying his 
commands, and fince they neglect obedience on account of their 
unwillingnefs, or becaufe they are oppofed to it, how unreafon- 
able, how finful is their plea or excufe for their negleét of their 
duty, or to obey, from the heart, the divine requirements! By 
their plea of inability, they reprefent the all merciful and good 
God, asa hard matter, as making exactions of them, which 
notwithftanding their willingnefs and utmolt exertions, they 
find it impofiible to difcharge. Horribleimpicty! How does 
it become them to fear and tremble, left the awful deftiny of the 
flothful fervant fhould immediately become theirs. 

Impenitent finners are as really poflefled of ftrength or ca- 
pacity to love and ferve God as faints. ‘Their power or capaci- 
ty to obey the divine commands, is as great as to difobey 
them. To define the nature of ftrength, power, or capacity, 
with refpeé to the internal difcharge of duty, is not intended ; 
nor does it, perhaps, admit of a clear and precife definition.* 
But it is fufficient for our prefent purpofe to obferve, that the 
Bible reprefents the rength of man to be commenfurate with, 
or equal to, the extent of his duty ; and that there is no obfta- 
cle in the way to his performance of it, but indifpofition or un- 
willingnefs. 

Should it be faid that this obftacle will as effe@tually prevent 
finners, or be the occafion of effectually preventing them, from 
doing their duty “ deartily as to the Lord,” as any other obita- 
cle,or any kind of inability whatever, unlefs it fhould be removed 
by the almighty power and grace of God; fhould this be urged, 
its corectnefs will not be denied ; but what does this prove ex- 
cept the aftonifhing perverfenefs and the defperate wickednefs 
ef the unfanctified heart? Should it be urged that the finner 
cannot in any fenfe exercife repentance and become renewed in 
the temper of his mind, independent of divine agency or aflift- 
ance, this alfo will be granted; but will this prove any thing 
more than the dependent ftate of man? Is not man depend. 
ent on God for every thing, for every refpiration of his noftrils, 
and for every motion of his body ? “It is in God that we live 
and move.” All things in the vifible and invifible worlds, in 
all their infinitely diverfified natures, forms and operations, are 
conftantly dependent on the agency of their great Creator and 
almighty Preferver, But has man no power to breathe or 

move 


_* If such a definition be practicable, more than one reader would be 
highly gratified in seeing it occupy a place im this Magazine, 
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move his body ? Have created beings and things in the vifible 
or invifible worlds, no powers or capacities? ‘This furely can, 
with no propriety, be admitted. Should it be further urged, that 
impenitent finners cannot exercife repentance and become rec- 
onciled to God, without the intervention of the /pecial opera- 
tions of divine power and grace, it will be admitted that they 
cannot, according to the fenfe of the word, as ufed in the facred 
writings, with application to moral fubjeéts. The man in the 
parable, who had been invited to the “ great fupper,’’ declined 
the invitation, with this excufe, *‘{ have married a wife, and 
therefore, l[cannot come.” And faid Chrift to the wicked Jews, 
*“ No man can come unte me, except the Father, who fent me, 
draw him,” i. e. a man cannot come, &c. But what can the 
word, as thus ufed, intend, but unwillingnefs or indifpofition ? 
Agreeably our Saviour, who well underftood his own meaning, 
thus explains it ; * Ye will not come unto me.” Were it not 
that finners are oppofed to duty, they would labour under no 
inability, and find no obftacle to the performance of it. It 
would be perfedly eafy, pleafant and delightfulto them, The 
voluntary perverfenefs and obftinacy of their hearts, and their 
inability to perform the divine commands, are the fame thing ; 
fo that their criminality and defert of blame and punifhment, 
rife in exact proportion to their inability. Should this mode of 
expretlion be confidered as a folecifm in reafoning, it is hoped that 
the idea, meant to be conveyed, is fufficiently obvious.—Be- 
fides, that finners are under obligation to exercife repentance 
and become reconciled to God, without any /pecial interpofition 
of"divine power and grace, is evident from the confideration 
that God requires this of all, in whofe behalf he does not thus 
interpofe. God requires men every where, and all men to res 
pent ; yet he does not grant repentance unto all men by a fpe- 
cial act of power and grace. Is this requirement reafonable ? 
Then all thofe, to whom repentance is not thus granted, are un- 
der obligation to repent. In this fenfe God reaps where he 
doos not fow, and gathers where he has not ftrawed. 

Other pleas, which are made by finners for their neglect of 
duty, might be noticed, their unreafonablenefs expofed, and 
their fallacy detected. But as we have already been more 
diffufe on the fubject than was intended, we fhall only obferve, 
in general, that all their pleas of this kind, are refuges of lies, 
and an indication of deep roated depravity and of prefumptu- 
eus rebellion againtt the infinitely wife and holy God. 

And now, reader, whofoever thou art, make a folemn paufe, 
ferioufly revolve in thy mind the things which thou haft beer 
reading ; correctly weigh them; diligently try them by the 
ftandard of the “ more fure word of prophecy.” Search the 
fcriptures and fee whether thefe things be really fo. Reject 


whatever 
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whatever may not be agreeable to found do¢trine, but embrace 
the truth, and let it duly influence thy mind and condu@. 

Doft thou neglect thy duty by refufing to give God the fer- 
vice of thy heart, and reply again{t him, as an unreafonable 
and hard maiter, by groundlefs and finful pleas and excufes for - 
this thy negle&? Be entreated then penitently to confider thy 
ways, and. immediately to turn thy feet unto God’s teftimo- 
nies. Let his precepts be thy counfellors, and, with the cords 
of love; bind them to thy heart. For thy foul’s fake delay not 
this important and infinitely interefting bufinefs, for it is thy - 
life. » Now is the accepted time. Life is uncertain, death is 
haftening, and may be at the door, Every momentous confid- 
eration, drawn from heaven, from earth, and from hell, invite, 
and urge, and compel theeto this. O let not an obftinate re- 
fiftance prove thy deftruétion ! 

But why this perfuafion and entreaty from a feeble and in- 
efficient worm? He feels himfelf entirely inadequate to thy | 
conviction of truth, love and practice of duty. He knows that 
no argument or perfuafive confideration, which he can ufe with 
thee, nor any means, which can be employed by men or an- 
gels, will be available to thefe defirable and important pur- 
pofes, unlefs accompanied by the almighty power, and the 
transforming and fovereign grace of the God of mercy. 
Should God leave thee to thyfelf, to purfue the ways of thine 
own deceitful and wicked heart, everlafting deftruéction will af- 
furedly be thy portion. Thy precious foul is, therefore, hum- 
bly-commended to the God of love and fource of all influence, 
who'can, in, a confiftent, honourable and glorious way, have 
mercy on whom he will have mercy. 

| SILAS. 


( To be continued. ) 
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THOUGHTS ON 2 CHRON. XXIi'r2. 


FRIEND of mine, and one who never‘appears more de- 
lighted than when acquiring new ideas on revealed 
truth, lately afked me this queftion, Whether the “ writing,” 
2 Chron, xxi. 12, from Elijah the prophet, to Jehoram, king 
of Judah, was a letter which the prophet wrote to him from 
heaven? My friend at the fame time obferving, that the fac 
was evidently many years after Elijah’s tranflation. 
The thought fuggefted by this inquiry, was new to me, I 
knew not what to anfwer ; it occafioned reflections upon my- 
No. ai. Vol. IIT. ‘BBe - felf, 
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felf, that I had not read the Bible with more attention. Ihave 
fince turned my thoughts toward the fubject of the aueftion ;, 
and by comparing the icriptures in connexion, I find reafons 
to fay, 

i. That Elijah’s tranflation to heaven was when Jehofha- 
phat fat upon the throne of Judah: for foon after this wonder- 
ful event, we find Jehofhaphat affifting the king of Ifrael im 
fubduing Metha, king of Moab, 2 Kings iii. During the time 
of this expedition againit Moab, Ht appears, ver. Il, that * Je- 
hothaphat faid, Is there net here a prophet of the Lord, that we 
may. inquire of the Lord by him? And one of the king of If- 
rael’s fervants anfwered and faid, Here is Elifha the fon of 
Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah. And 
Jehofbaphat faid, The word of the Lord is with him.”’ 

2. ‘That after Jehofhaphat had reigned twenty and five 
years in Jerufalem, he died, 2 Chron. xx. 31, and Jehoram, his 
fon, reigned in his. ftead, 2: Chron. xxi: 1. This Jehoram reign- 
ed eight years in Jerufalem. ‘* He had: the daughter of Ahab- 
to wife, and wrought evil in the fight of the Lord.” “ He 
flew all his brethren with the fword, and divers alfo of the 
princes of Ifrael :”” indeed from the fhort account that is giv- 
en of his life, we account hima prodigy of wickednefs. To- 
ward the clofe of his reign, Jehoram received this extraordina- 
ry “ writing” from. Elijah the prophet, in which his character 
and wickednefs were ftated ; and heavy judgments were de- 
nounced upon himfelf; his people and family. . The words of 
the letter are thefe, “ And there came a writing to him from 
Elijah the prophet, faying, Fhus faith the Lord God of David, 
thy father, becaufe thou haft not walked in the ways of Febofoaphat 
thy father, nor in the ways of Afa king of Fudah, but haft walked 
in the way of the kings of Lfrael, and haft made Fudah and the in- 
habitants of Ferufalem to go a whoring, like to the whordoms of the 
houfe of Abab, aad alfo haft lain thy brethren of thy father’s houfe, 
which were better than thyfelf : Behold, with a great plague will the 
Lord fmite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy 


goods: and thou /balt have great fickne/s, by difeafe of thy bowels, unttt 


thy bowels fall out by reafon of the ficknefs day by day.’ And, from 
the fequel of the hiftory, we have evidence to conclude, that 

within two years thefe awful judgments were all executed. 
Now, the queftion is, whence came this “ writing” from 
Elijah the prophet ? Came it from heaven? I aniwer, No. 
For, we conceive, that it does not agree with the fpirituality of 
heaven, or with the ftate of the redeemed above, to be employ- 
ed in fuch a kind of agency in human affairs: and neither 
does there appear neceffity for fueh a conftruction of the text. 
Elijah, we know, was a prophet of the Lord. Many rev- 
elations of things to come were made to him. Properly 
{peaking, 
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fpeaking, he belonged,to Ifrael, the ten tribes, and with-them 
he was moftly converfant; yet, God employed him as an in- 
ftrument to make known his will concerning others. In per- 
fect agreement with the known parts of Elijah’s life, we con- 
ceive that he was made acquainted with the future character of 
Jehothaphat’s. fon and fucceflor upoa the throne of Judah. 
And, before his tranflation to heaven, he was infpired to leave 
this “ writing’ to Jehoram, by name. 

But, it is aiked, How was this “ writing” preferved during 
the intervening time? 

He who declareth the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things that are ngt yet done, was able to keep 
it in fafety, until the time appointed. Were I preffed to name 
the probable chara@er, to whofe cuftody this “ writing”? was 
committed, I fhould name Elifha before all others, the man of 
God, by whofe agency Eltjah’s commiffion to anoint both Ha- 
zael and Jehu was executed. However, it concerns us little 
to know by whom the “ writing” was kept. This we,know, as 
foon as it,was needed to make a clear manifettation of this 
truth, Truly there is a God that judgeth in the earth, then the 
‘“‘ writing”? came to Jehoram, and he read the falemn., con- 
tents. 

This explanation of the fubjec of inquiry, .is fupported by 
the prophetic writings, both of the Old and.New Teftament. 
But with very particular, application 1 Kings xiii. 2. is read 
where Jofiah is named, and his particular conduct in deftroy- 
ing idolatry is, delineated in prophecy, more than:three hun- 
dred years before he was born, Equally ftriking Ifaiah xlv. 1. 
where Cyrus was called by name, and fame of the dignified and 
benevolent actions of his life toward the captives in Babylon 
were prediated, more than a hundred and fifty years before 
they took place. Add to thefe inftanées of iliuftration , the 
feventh chapter of Daniel, where the prophet was in{pired, not 
only to predi@ the four great monarchies of the world, and to 
foretel their individual chara¢ters, but to reprefent events which 
are now pafling ; and.which will continue to intereft mankind 
until the judgment is fet. 

This explanation, it is conceived, may afford folace to pious 
and benevolent minds. Although men rage and itrive, yet the 
counfel of the Lord that fhall fand, and he will govern the 
world according to the eternal plan of providence, nothing 
can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it. In the 
foreknowledge of God, Jehoram’s character and end were fix- 
ed; and this determinate counfel, Elijah, before his tranfla- 
tion, was moyed by the Spirit to,commit to writing, which 
‘writing wasto be revealed in due time. The fame determi- 
nate counfel was made known, by{prophecy, concerning sent 
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Cyrus, and the four great monarchies. Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning of the world.” The 
character and end of future kings, magiftrates, muinifters of re- 
ligion, and all.men are fixed in the divine mind ; and with 
equal eafe, their deportment in life, and the manner of their 
exit might be committed to writing, as was Jeheram’s, did in- 
finite Wifdom judge it to be fit. : 

In thefe exalted views of the Divine Government, believing 
fouls fet God upon the throne, in relation to every event, prei- 
ent, paft, and to come; and with joy take their proper place 
at the footftool, afcribing dominion, power, and glory unto . 
him who reigneth forever and ever. So be it. 








EXTRACTS FROM A PAMPHLET, ENTITLED, 


An Account of the remarkable Occurrences in the Life and Trav- 
els of Col. FAMES SMITH, (now a Citizen of Bourbon 
County, Kentucky) during his Captivity with the Indians from 
the Year 1755 to 1759 5 in which the cuftoms, manners, tra- 
ditions, theological fentiments, mode of warfare, military ta@ics, 
&S'c. are better explained, and more minutely related, than has been 
heretofore done by any author on that fubje. Written by bimfelf, 
Printed at Lexington, Ken. 1799. 


A FTER Col. Smith had gone through the warious ceremo- 
nies ufed in adopting prifoners into their nation ; (one of 
which was, three females taking him down into the river, 
plunging him, and wafhing and rubbing him feverely ;) 
when they were all feated in the council houfe, a confiderable 
time of profound filence-enfued. At length one of the chiefs 
made a ipeech. ‘“ My fon, you are now flefh of our flefh, and 
bone of our bone. By the ceremony, which was performed 
this day, every drop of white blood was wafhed out of your 
veins ; you are taken into the Caughnewaga nation, and ini- 
tiated into a warlike tribe ; you are adopted into a great fami- 
ly, and now received with great ferioufnefs and folemnity in 
the room and place of a great man. After what has paffed 
this day, you are now one of us by an old ftrong law and cuf- 
tom. My fon, you have now nothing to fear, we are now un- 
der the fame obligations to love, fapport and defend you, that 
weareto love and defend one another, therefore you are to confid- 
er yourfelf as one of-our people.””—Since that time (fays Col. 
Smith ) I have found that there was much fincerity in faid fpeech. 

From that day I never knew them make any diftinétion be- 
tween me and themfelves in any refpeét whatever until : left 
them. 
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them. If they had plenty of clothing, I had plenty; if we 
were {carce, we all thared one fate. For fome time he lived 
and hunted with Tontibaugo, one of his adopted brothers. At 
a certain time when his brother had been abfent, he faid; 
When Tontibaugo came home, I told him that a Wiandat had 
been at camp, and that 1 gave him a fhoulder of roalted veni- 
fon: he faid that was very well, and I fuppofe you gave him 
alfo fugar and bear’s oil, to eat with his venifon. I told him I 
did not ; as the fugar and bear’s oil were down in the canoe, | did 
not go for it. He replied, you have behaved juft like a Dutchman. 
Do you not know that when ftrangers come to our camp, we 
ought always to give them the beft that we have? I acknowl. © 
edged that I was wrong. He faid he could excule this as I was 
but young; but I muft learn to behave like a warrior, and 
do great things, and never be found in any fuch little 
actions. 

They have no fuch thing as regular meals; but if any one, 
even the town folks, would go to the fame houfe feveral times 
in one day, he would be invited te eat of the belt; and with 
them it is bad manners to -refufe to eat when it is offered. It is 
thought a fhame not to invite people to eat while they have 
any thing; but if they can-in truth only fay we have got 
nothing to eat, this is accepted as an honourable apology. 

When we could have plenty, &c. they appeared to be fulfil- 
ling the Scriptures beyond thofe, who profefs to believe them, 
in that of taking no thought of to-morrow: and al{fo of living in 
love, peace, and friendifhip together, without difputes. In this 
refpect they thame thofe, who profeis Chriftianity. 

Col. S. afterwards went and hunted with Tecaughretanego, 
an older brother, of whom Tontibaugo faid, our older brother 
was a chief, and a better man than he was; and that if I 
(Col. S.) went with him I might expeé to be well ufed. In 
this tour he was introduced toa Caughnewaga filter, whom he 
had not feen before; her name was Mary, which they pro- 
nounced Maully. Iafked Tecaughretanego (fays Col. 8.) how 
it came that fhe had an Englifh name: he faid, it was the 
name the prieft gave her when fhe was baptized, which he faid 
was the name of the mother of Jefus. He faid there were a 
great many of the Caughnewagas and Wiandots that were a 
kind of half Roman Catholics; but as for himfelf, he faid the 
Roman Catholic priefts and he could not agree, as they held 
notions that contradiéted both fenfe and reafon, and had the af- 
furance to tell him the book of God taught them thefe foolifh 
abfurdities: but he could not believe the Great and Good 
Spirit ever taught them any fuch nonfenfe; and therefore he 
concluded that the Indians’ old religion was better than this 
new way of worfhipping God, 
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At one time he was loft from his company in hunting, by 
reafon of the {now filling their tracks. They received him 
with great joy, heard his economy in labouring to preferve his 
life without bre, &c. and greatly applauded him. ‘l’ecaughre- 
tanego, in his ipeech, faid, ““ We are glad to fee you on your 
own account ; and we are glad to fee the profpect of your filling 
the place of a great man, in whofe room you were adopted. 
We do not blame you for what has happened, we blame our- 
felves ; becaufe we did not think of, &c. : 

- © Brother, your conduét on this occafion hath pleafed us 
much: you have given us an evidence of your fortitude, {kill, 


and refolution; and we hope you will always go on and do 


great actions, as it is only great aétions can make a great 
man.”’ 

It is feldom, (fays Col. S.) that Indians fteal any thing from 
one another ; they fay they never did, until the white people 
came among them and learned them to lie, cheat, and {teal ; 
but be that as it may, they never did curfe or fwear, until the 
whites learned them. Some think their language will not ad- 
mit of it, but I am not of that opinion. If 1 was fo dilpofed, 
I could find language to curfe or {wear in the Indian tongue. 

Tecaughretanego once ufed a curie in Englifh, which he fup- 
pofed to be like one of their degrading expreflions; being inform- 
ed otherwife by Col. Smith, he could hardly be prevailed on 
to believe it ; then, he faid, the traders applied thefe words not 
only wickedly, but oftentimes very fooliihly, and contrary te 
fenfe or reafon. He initanced a trader’s uting fuch an expref- 
fion refpecting a gun lock, accidentally breaking it. Surely, 
faid he, the gun lock was not an object worthy ot the punith- 
ment of Owaneeyo, or the Great Spirit. He alleged the trad- 
ers are as bad as Oonafahroona, or the underground inhabit; 
ants, which is the name they give the devils; as they enter- 
tain a notion that their place of refidence is under the earth. 

One feafon of hunting, fays Col. S. Tecaughretanego be- 
came lame and could f{carcely walk out of our hut for twe 
months. Though he endured much pain and mifery, yet he 
bore it all with wonderful patience, and would often endeav- 
our to entertain me with cheerful converfation. We got en- 
tirely out of provifion. I hunted two days without eating any 
thing. When I came home, he afked what fuccefs. i told 
him not any, He commanded Nunganey, his little fon, to 
bring me fomething to eat ; he brought me a kettle with iome 
bones and broth. I thought the viétuals had a molt agreeable 
relifh, though it was only fox and wild cat bones, which lay 
about the camp, which the ravens and turkey-buzzards had 
picked. When I had finithed, and he had given me his pipe, 
he then faid he had fomething of importance to tell me, it 1 was 

compofed 
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eompofed and ready to hear it. He faid the reafon why he 
deferred his fpeech tili now was, becaufe few men are ready to 
hear good talk, when they are extremely hungry, as they are 
then generally fretful and difcompoled ; but as yeu appear 
now to enjoy calmnefs and ferenity of mind, I will now com- 
municate to you the thoughts of my heart, and thofe things 
that I know to be true. 

“Brother, as you have lived with the white people, you 
have not had the fame advantage of knowing that the great 
Being above feeds his people, and gives them their meat in 
due feafon, as we Indians have, who are frequently out of pro- 
vifions, and yet are wonderfully fupplied, and that fo frequent- 
ly it is evidently the hand of the great Owaneeyo that doth 
this. ‘The white people have commonly large ftocks of tame 
cattle, that they can ki]! when they pleafe, and alfo their barns 
and cribs filled with grain; and therefore have not the fame 
opportunity of feeing and knowing that they are fupported by 
the Ruler of heaven and earth. 

* Brother, I know that you are now afraid that we will all 
perifh with hunger, but you have no juft reafon to fear this. 

‘** Brother, I have been young, but am now old, I have been 
frequently under the like circumftances that we now are, and 
that fometime or other in almoft every year of my life; yet I 
have hitherto been fupported, and my wants fupplied in time 
of need. 

“« Brother, Owaneeyo fometimes fuffers us to be in want, in 
order to teach us our dependence upon him, and to let us 
know that we are to love and ferve him; and likewife to know 
the worth of the favours that we receive, and to make us more 
thankful. 

* Brother, be affured that you will be fupplied with food, 
and that juft in the right time; but you mutt continue dili- 
gent in the ufe, of means—go to fleep and rife early in the 
morning, and go a hunting—be ftrong and exert yourfelf like 
a man, and the great Spirit will direct your way.” 

Afterward, when they had received a fupply and were re- 
frefhed, Tecaughretanego delivered a fpeech upon the necefli- 
ty and pleafure of receiving the neceflary fupports of life with 
thankfulnefs, knowing that Owaneeyo is the Great Giver. 

Such fpeeches from an Indian, fays Col. S. may be thought 
incredible ; but when we reflect on the Indian war, we may 
readily conclude they are not an ignorant or ftupid people, or 
they would not have been fuch fatal enemies. When they 
came into our country they outwitted us; and when we fent 
armies into their country, they out-generalled, and beat us 
with inferior force. Alfo, Tecaughretanego was no common 


perfon, but was among the Indians as Socrates in the ancient 
heathen 
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heathen world ; and, it may be, equal to him, if not in wifdom 
and learning, yet, perhaps, in patience and fortitude. 

At atime going down the Ollentargy fome diftance, in a 
bark canoe, the water being low, we were in danger, fays Cel. 
. of iplitting our canoe on the rocks; therefore 'Tecaughre- 
tanego concluded we would encamp on {fhore, and pray for 
rain. He made himfelf a {weat-houfe, went into it; all this 
he did in order to purify himielf before he would addrefs the 
Supreme Being. When he came out of his fweat-houfe, he be- 
gan to burn tobacco and pray. He began each petition, with 
eh, ho, ho, ho, which is a kind of afpiration, and fignifies an ar- 
dent wiih. All his petitions were only for immediate, or 
prefent temporal bleflings. He began his addrefs by thankf- 
giving. O Great Being! I thank thee that I have obtained 
the vie of my legs again, &c. &c.: I know that thou art a 
hearer and a helper, therefore I will-call upon thee. 

Ob, bo, ho, ho, Grant that my knees, &c. 

Vhs, ho, ho, ho, Grant that on this voyage we may, &e. 

Oh, ho, be, ho, Grant that we may kill, &c. along the banks, 
&e. 

Oh, be, ho, ho, Grant that rain may come to raife the Ollen- 
targy, that we may crois in fatety down to Sciota, &c. 

1 remained duly compofed, fays Col. S. until he came to the 
burning of the tobacco ; as | knew he was a great lover of it, 
and ifaw him calt the lait of it into the fire, it excited is me a 
kind of merriment, and I infenfibly imiled. Tecaughretanego 
obierved me laughing, which difpleafed him, and occafioned 
him to.addrefs me in the following manner. 

“ Brother, I have fomewhat to fay to you, and hope you 
will not be offended when I tell you of your faults. You 
know that when you were reading your books in town, I would 
not let the boys or any one diiturb you; but now, when I was 
praying, 1 faw you laughing. I do not think that you look 
upon praying as a foolith thing ; I believe you pray yourtell. 
But perhaps you may think my mode or manner of worthip 
foolith ; if fo, you ought in a friendly manner to inftruct me, 
and not make fport of facred things.” 

I acknowledged my error. I told him fomething of the 
method of reconciliation to an offended God as revealed in my 
Bible. He faid he liked my ftory better than that of the 
French priefts, but he thought he was now too old to begin to 
learn a new religion. He faid, he believed that Owaneeyo 
would hear and help every one that fincerely waited upon him. 





On their Traditions and Religious Sentiments. 


As the family that I was adopted into, fays Col. S. was in- 


termatried with the Wiandots and Ottawas, three tongues 
were 
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were commonly fpoken, viz. Caughnewaga, or what the French 
call Iroque, alfo the Wiandot and Ottawa. TI found thefe na- 
tions differed in their traditions and opinions concerning re- 
ligion ; and even numbers of the fame nations differed wide- 
ly in their religious fentiments. Their ‘traditions are 
vague, whimfical, romantic, and many of them fearce worth ° 
relating ; and not any of them reach back to the ereation of 
the world. The Wiandots come the neareft to this. They 
tell of a {quaw that was found when an infant, in the water, in 
a canoe, made of bull-rufhes. ‘This fquaw became a great 
prophetefs, and did many wonderful things: fhe turned water 
into dry land. At length made this continent, which was, at 
that time, only a very {mall ifland, and but a few Indians in it. 
They had not fufficient room to hunt; therefore this fquaw 
went to the water-fide, and prayed that this little ifland might 
be enlarged. The Great Being heard her prayer, and fent 
great numbers of wates tortoifes, and mufhrats, which brought 
with them mud and other materials for enlarging this ifland. 
By this means, they fay, it was increafed to the fize it now re- 
mains; therefore, they fay the white people ought not to en- 
croach upon them or take their land from them, becaufe: their 
great grandmother made it. ‘They fay, that about this time, 
the angels, or heavenly inhabitants, as they call them, :fre- 
quently vifited them and talked with their forefathers, gave 
directions how to pray, and how to appeafe the Great Being 
when he was offended. They told them they were to offer 
facrifice, burn tobacco, buffaloe and dear bones ; but that they 
were not to burn bears or rackoons’ bones in facrifice. 

The Ottawas fay, that there are two great beings that-rule 
and govern the univerfe, who are at war with each other. The 
one they call Manetc, and the other Matchemaneto.: ‘They fay 
that Maneto is all kindnefs and love, and that Matchemaneto 
is an evil fpirit that delights in doing mifchief.. Some of them 
think they are equal in power, therefore worfhip the evil {pirit 
out of fear. Others doubt, which of the two may be the moft 
powerful, therefore endeavour to keep in favour with both, by 
giving each’of them fome kind of worfhip. Others fay, that 
Maneto is the firft great caufe, and therefore muft be all-pow- 
erful and fupreme, and ought to be adored and worfhipped ; 
whereas Matchemaneto ought to be rejected and defpifed 

-Thofe of the Ottawas that worthip the evil fpirits, pretend 
to be great conjurors. I think if there is any fuch thing now 
in the world as witchcraft, it is among thefe people. . 1 have 
been told wonderful ftories concerning their proceedings ; but 
never was cyé witnefs to any thing that appeared evidently 
fupernatural. 


- Some 
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Some of the Wiandots and Caughnewagas profefs to be Ro- 
man Catholics ; but even thefe retammany of the -notions of 
their anceftors. Thofe of them, whogeject the Roman Catholic 
religion, hold that there is one great firft caufe, whom they call 
Owaneeyo, that rules and governs the univerfe, andytakes care 
of all his creatures, rational and irrational, and gives them their 
food in due feafon, and hears the prayers of all thofe that call 
upon him ; therefore it is but juft and reafonable to pray, and 
offer facrifice to this Great Being, and do thofe things, which 
are pleafing in his fight. But they differ widely in what is 
pleafing and difpleafing to this Great Being. Some hold, 
that following nature, or their own propenfities, ts the way to 
happinefs, and cannot be difpleafing to the deity, becaufe he 
delights in the happinefs of his creatures, and does nothing in 
vain; but gave thefe difpofitions with a defign to lead to hap- 
pinefs, and therefore they ought to be followed. Others reject 
this opinion altogether, and fay, that following their own pro- 
penfities in this manner, is neither the means of happinefs, nor 
the way to pleafe the deity. 

Tecaughretanego was ef opinion that following nature in a 
limited fenfe was reafonable and right. He faid, that moft of 
the irrational animals, by following their natural propenfities, 
were led to the greateft pitch of happinefs that their natures 
and the world they lived in wonld admit of. He faid, that 
mankind and the rattle fnakes had evil difpofitions, which led 
them to injure themfelves and others. He gave inftances of 
this. He faid our happinefs depends on our ufing our reafon, 
in order to fupprefs thefe evil difpofitions ; but when our pro- 
penfities neither lead us to injure ourfelves nor others, we 
might with fafety indulge them, or even purfue them as the 
means of happinefs. 

The Indians generally, are of opinion, that there are great 
numbers of inferior defties, which they call Carreyageroona, 
which fignifies the heavenly inhabitants. Thefe beimgs, they 
fuppofe, are employed as affiftants in managing the affairs of 
the univerfe, and in infpeéting the actions of men: and that 
even the irrational animals are engaged in viewing their ac- 
tioiis, and bearing intelligence to their gods. The eagle, for 
this purpofe, is foaring about in the day, and the owl with her 
nightly eye, perched on the trees around their camp in the 
night ; therefore, when they obferve the eagle or the owl near, 
they immediately offer facrifice, or burn tobacco, that they 
may have a good report to carry to the gods. 

They fay that there are alfo great numbers of evil fpirits, 
which they call Onafahroona, which fignifies the inhabitants of 
the lower regions. Thefe, they fay, are employed in dilturb- 
ing’ the world, and the good fpirits are always going after 
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them, and fetting things right; fo that they are conftantly 
working in, oppofition to each other. Some talk of a future 
tate, but not with any certainty; at beft, their notions are 
vague and unfettled. Others deny a future ftate. altogether, 
and fay, that after death they neither think or live. | 

As the Caughnewagas and the Six Nations {peak nearly the 
fame langyage, their religion is alfo nearly alike. When I 
met with the Shawanees or Delawares, as I could not {peak 
their tongue, { {poke Ottawa to them, as it bore fome refem- 
blance to their language ; we underftood each other in. fome 
commion affairs, but as I could only converfe with them very 
imperfealy, I cannot from my own knowledge, with certainty, 
give any account.of their theological opinions. 


On their Police, or Civil Government. 


The chief of a nation is neither a fupreme ruler, monarch or 
potentate. He cannot refufe his affent to their conclufions, 
or in any manner control them. With them there is no fuch 
thing as hereditary fucceffion, title of nobility or royal blood 
even talked,of. The chief of a nation has.to hunt for his liv- 
ing, as any other citizen. <> 

What they execute as laws, are either old cuftoms, or the im- 
mediate refult of new councils: Some of their ancient laws 
or cuftoms are very pernicious, and difturb the public weal. 
Their vague law of marriage is a glaring inftance of this, as the 
man and his wife are under no legal obligation to live together 
if; they are willing to part. Their frequent changing of part- 
ners creates difturbances, atid often occafions murder and blood- 
fhed ; though this is commonly committed under the pretence 
of being drunk. Their impunity to crimes committed when 
intoxicated with fpirituous liquors, or their admitting one crime 
as an excufe for another, is a very unjuft law or cliftom. 

They have fearcely any penal Jaws. The principal punifh- 
ment is degrading. Even murder is not punifhed by any form- 
al law ; the friends of the murdered are at liberty to flay the 
rmourderer, if fome atonement is not made. 








On their Manners and Cuffoms. 


Though they have few compliments, yet they are eomplaifant 
to one another, and-they entertain firangers in the beft manner 
their circumftances will admit. They ufe but few titles of 
honour. In the military line, the titles of great men are only 
captains or leaders of parties. In the civil line, the titles are 
only counfellors, chiefs, or the old wife men. Thefe titles are 
never made ufe of in addrefling any of their great men. 

The.language commonly made ufe of in addrefling them, is, 
grandfather, father, or uncle. The common mode *] ars 
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drefs is, my friend, brother, coufin, or mother, fifter, &c. They 
pay.great refpect to age, or to’ the aged fathers and mothers 
among them of every rank. No oné can arrive at any place of 
honour, among them, but by merit. Either fome exploit in 
war, muift be performed, before any one can’ be advanced in the 
military line, or become eminent for wifdom before they can 
abtain a feat in council. It would appear to the If@jans a moft 
ridiculous thing to fee a man lead off a company Of warriors, 
as an officer, who had himfelf never been in a battle in his life. 
Even in cafe’of merit, they are flow in advancing any one, until 
they arrive at or near middle age. | 
They have their children under tolerable command. Their 
common mode of chaftifing is by ducking them in cold: water + 
therefore their children are more obedient in the winter feafon, 
than they are in the fummer; though they are not fo often 
ducked. ‘They area peaceable people, arid fearcely ever wran- 
le or fcold, when fober ; but they are very much addiéed to 
rinking, and men and women will become bafely intoxicated, 
if they can by any means procure or obtain fpirituous liquor ; 
then thev are commonly either extremely merry and kind, or 
very turbulent, ill humoured and diforderly. | 


ee 


On their Difcipline, Fc. 


_ I have often, (fays Col. S.) heard the Britifh officers call the 
Indians, the undifciplined favages, which is a capital miftake, 
as they have all the eflentials of difcipline. ‘They are under 
ood command, and punétual in obeying orders: they can act 
in concert, and when their officers lay a plan and give orders, 
they will cheerfully unite in putting all their directions into im- 
mediate execution: and by each man obferving the motion or 
movement of his right hand companion, they can communicate 
the motion from right to left, and’march abreaft in concert, and 
in fcattered order, though the line may be more than a mile 
long, and continue, if occafion requires, for a confiderable 
diftance, without diforder or confufion. 
Nothing can be more'unjuftly reprefented than the different 
accounts we have had of their number, from time to time, both 
by their own computation and that of the Britifh. 





PREACHER. 


M*: A. never cultivated elegance of compofition. ' His 
tafte was not acquired by perufing the writings of the 


polite ‘ moderns, but by reading the old Puritan divines. He 
ater . had 
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had too much good fenfe, and too good a heart to affect that 
refinement of {peech, and that polifhed manner, which, though 
it might render him a popular preacher,,would not make him a 
profitable minifter. He feemed to have formed himifelf after the 
model of Luther, who faid, he is the belt preacher, who {peaks 
‘in plain, folemn language; and in a manner def calculated ‘to 
draw thé attention of the-young, and def adapted to the capaci- 
ties of the common people. He ufed what the celebrated 
Whitefield ftyled, market-language. His aim was not to excite 
curiofity, but to reach the heart. There appeared in him, when 
he addreffed his hearers, fuch meeknefs, fuch fervency of {pirit, 
fuch a concern for their precious fouls ; which was exprefled in 
fuch a natural flow of words, conveying ideas great, and molt 
interefting, alarming to the finner, but to the humble Chrif- 
tian, like cold water. to the thirfty foul, that believers were 


richly fed, and left the houfe of God in the exercife of joy un- - 


fpeakable and full of glory. It pleafed God to. honour him with 
fignal, and very extenfive fuccefs in the converfion of many 
finners, and the building up the Redeemer’s friends on their mo/t 
holy faith. A perfon who once heard him preach, coming out 
of the place of worfhip, obferved, in fimplicity of heart, this 
man drives it into the very foul of us. 








QUERIES. 


ipsam 


Divorcement. 

LPHONSO and Lydia were lawfully married, lived har- 
monioufly together fome years, and became the parents 

of two hopeful children. At length, from fmall beginnings (be- 
hold how great a matter a little tire kindleth !) contention arofe 
between them, and Lydia, deferted by her hufband, was left to 
provide for herielf and babes. By uncommon induftry and 
fuccefs in a Incrative employment, fhe was enabled to do this, 
and alfo in two years lay up three hundred dollars againft the 
day of need. Wifhing to decure the fruits of her arduous la- 
bours from the claim of a cruel hufband, fhe procured a divorce 

without.charge of adultery.............. . 

' Fully determined never to conneét with another man, her 
whole object was to fecure her property. 

Alphonfo, rejoicing in his freedom, propofed marriage to So- 
phronia, and applied to the Rey. Mr. S. to confummate their 
nuptials. The venerable parfon, confidering him ftill the huf- 
band of Lydia, could not comply. They were however de- 
clared hufband and wife by Juftice W. ‘The church, of which 
. Alphonie 
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Alphonfo was a member, viewing his fecond marriage antichrif- 
tian, excommunicated him for criminal intercourfe with So- 
phronia. 

At length, after the death of Sophronia, Alphonfo and Lyd- 
ia became mutually reconciled. _Wifhing again to live togeth- 
er, application was made to a minifter to marry them the fec- 
ond time. He told them that their marriage covenant had nev- 
er been diffolved ; that they might now lawfully live together ; 
and that he could not confcientioufly marry them again. For 
feveral reafons, however, they chofe to be married again ; were 
fo happy as to find another minifter in the town to gratify their 
wifhes, and enjoyed the rare felicity of a fecond wedding. They 
have fince to appearance lived as happily together as could be 
reafonably expected. 

Though fome may doubt the reality of the above circum- 
flances ; yet all mult fuppofe them poffible in any country, 
where divorces may be procured, for other reafons than one. 
As fuch they fuggeit fome cafuiftical queftions. Allowing the 
above to have been real tranfaétions, an Inquirer, who is really 
interefted, is earneftly defirous of being fatisfactorily informed 
what parts Were wrong. Q. Q. 


——_— 


A PRIVATE writer defires the explanation of verfes 22 
and 23 of the Epiftle general of Jude. ‘And of fome have 
compaffion, making a difference ; and others fave with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire, hating even the garment [potted by the flefb.” 





For the MassacnuszetTs M. MaGaZIne. 


WONDERFUL PROVIDENCE, 


HE following remarkable difpenfations of divine _provi- 
dence may be depended upon as fa¢ts. 

In the town of W. in Vermont, the minifter, Mr. C. appoint- 
ed a Lecture at a private houfe on a week day, A man in the 
fame neighbourhood, made the fame day, what is called in the 
country,a Bee, to cut and draw his wood ; he invited the young 
men to do the work, and at night the young women were to 
come to his houfe, and they were to have a frolic. Before the 
time, a ferious perfon being in company with one of the young 
men that was invited, afked him whether he meant to go to the 
Bee or the Leéture. O, faith he, I mean to go to the Bee and 
the frolic. But, faid the perfon, would you go to the frolic if 
you knew you had but one year to live? Yes, faidhe. Would you 
g6; faid the perfon, if you knew you had but a month to it ? 

Pha + ER, 
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Yes, he replied, he thought he would go and have one frolic 
more. And would you go, faid the perfon, if you knew 
you had but one day to live? He hefitated, and faid, No. 
I think I would go and hear the gofpel preached. But, faid 
he, I have more days than one to live. I mean to goto the 
Bee and the frolic. He went, and the firft tree that was cut in 
the foreft fell upon him and killed him. This ended. the 
Bee and frolic. Mr. C attended the funeral—it was a fol- 
emn time—he was much affeéted in his prayer, and in addrefling 
the youth on the occafion. 

Some time after, feveral vain young men were together one 
evening, and began to converfe about the funeral of their com- 
panion, and the minifter’s weaknets, as they confidered it, in be- 
ing fo affected. Finally they undertook to aé the fctne over 
again, ina mock way; one feigned himfelf dead and was laid 
out; another perfonated the minifter in prayer, and addreflin 
the youth. When they had thus made a mock of the molt fol- 
emn things, they faid to each other, we have been difappointed 
in our frolic, but, now we will have one. They appointed a day 
for the purpofe, and handed round an invitation. When the 
day came, the young man, who was laid out in a mock way, 
was in reality a corpfe—a malignant fever feized him, and foon 
brought him down to death. ‘Thus again their frolic was turn. 
ed into a funeral, and a folemn one it was. Soon after this, 
a young woman belonging to this place, but had been living 
out of town, where there was a reformation, obtained a good 
hope, and came home. She had heard of the death of thefe 
youth. She went to meeting. At the intermiflion fhe invited 
feveral of her young mates to go with her into the grave-yard. 
She led them on to the graves of thefe young men, and there 
fhe talked to them over thefe graves, until their hearts were 
melted, and their tears flowed in abundance. From this period 
an awakening began among the youth, and prevailed in the 
town, and many were hopefully brought home to Chri. 

O the mefcy and jutftice, the fovereignty and goodnefs of 
God ! Who ever hardened himfelf againft him and profpered ? 
Let the vain youth, who boalt of time, make a mock of folemn 
things, and ptomife themfelves fo much pleafure in the ball- 
room, hear and tremble. ‘While they are planning and prepar- 
ing for fuch fcenes of vanity, their lives may end, death may 
cut them off, and inftead of the ball-chamber they may find 
themfelves ingulphed in hell, with the miferably damned. 

Let the conduct of the young convert be an example for 
every Chriftian to improve all fritable occafions to admonith 
the wicked, and remind them of death ard the folemn fcenes of 
eternity. In the morning fow thy feed, and in the evening 

withhold 
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withhold not thine hand, for thou knoweft not whether fhall 
profper, either this or that, or whether they both fhall be alike 
good. 5. 


. 
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EXTRACT FROM A NEWSPAPER. 
To the Editor. 





Sir, : | r 


AM one of thofe unhappy perfons, who have been brought 
up under a minilter that has fpent fifty years in teaching 
his people that they cannot love God; and from the time [ 
was ten years old, till a few Sabbaths fince, I have felt myfelé 
not at all to blame for want of love to God, becaufe my min- 
ifter, whom I have conftantly taken to be an underftanding and 
good man, for fifty years upon the ftretch, has been founding 
this my inability in my ears. Till now I have had no uneafy feel- 
ings refpecting my own conduct, during my whole life, though 
I have had ten thoufand refpecting the conduct of Adam, and 
ten thouiand times more refpecting the conduct of God to- 
wards finners. 1 have often wondered how an infinitely good 
God could ever find it in his heart to punifh any of his crea 
tures for not doing that, which they could not do! This has 
fometimes caufed me to hearken to Arminians, at other times 
to the Univerfalilts,'to fee if their fchemes of religion would 
not remove this difficulty, either of which I find would effec. 
tually remove it, could I be perfuaded that they were true !— 
this has not been, as yet, and probably never will be. 
Language cannot defcribe the confternation, the furprife and 
indignation of heart, which I was thrown into, upon the above- 
mentioned Sabbath, at hearing a minifter gravely and folemn- 
ly affirm, that fallen men are endowed with natural powers and 
facultiés to love God, and this was the only reafon that God 
required them to love him, and blamed them for not lovin 
him. If this be true, faid I, I am certainly to blame for not 
loving God, and)therefore God may with infinite juftice punith 
me according to the utmoft rigour of his holy, juft and good law. 
For a few moments I felt myfelf like a man at his wit’s end; 
then I thought. this doctrine could not be true, after all, for if 
I was able to love God, why did I not love him? But upon 
more mature reflection I found that the great difficulty I la- 
boured ér, in loving God, was not feated in the want of 
natural powers and faculties, nor in the weaknefs of them, as I 
had always before thought ; but in the voluntary oppofition of 
my heart to God. This caufed me to view myfelf, in many 
re{pects, 
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refpects, in quite a different point of light from what I had 
heretofore done; I altered my view of God, and of his con- 
dué& towards finners ; of myfelf, and my conduct towards God. 
Now I could clearly fee, as I thought, the juftice of God in 
condemning gofpel finners to a more aggravated punifhment 
than thofe, who never had the light of the gofpel. But, oh} 
what diftrefs did all thefe-things- throw me-into:! Blacknefs of 
darknefs forever and ever feemed to be my juft portion from 
the Lord. I have had no comfort in hearing my old minifter 
o on with his cannots, and I dare not tell him that he is 
preaching fouls to hell. I dare not tell any body what I feel, 
what horrors upon horrors harafs and torture my mind. Sin 
now appears to mé an evil infinitely greater than ever it did 
before. I fee it in all my imaginations, feelings and attions. 
I feel myfelf an accurfed creature. I cannot eat, nor drink, 
- nor fleep, nor labour, nor converfe, as I ufed to do. I choofe 
no more to be feen among the men of the world ; the well cul- 
tivated farms and well fraught ftores, the coffers of gold and 
filver, have loft alk their charms. I am now in the moft retir- 
ed place I can get. Iam afhamed to fhow my face to my 
children and children’s children, to my neighbours and famil- 
iar acquaintance, and therefore keep out of their view as much 
as I can. But, alas! [ cannot get out of the view of the omnif- 
cient God. Thefe things have worn down my conititution, and 
the king of terrors is making falt ftrides towards me. I read, 
I pray, I weep, I tremble ; but it is all with a voluntary enmi- 
ty of heart againft God, whom I am now convinced is juft. 
I feel nothing in my way of repenting, believing, and lovin 
God, but the free choice of my heart; and this is like ten 
and daggers plunged into my foul. I know not that ever 
any was in my fituation. I dare not reveal it to any of my 
acquaintance. My minifter will think hard of me, if I tax 
im with. preaching errors. 

Hiave been your conftant cuftomer, ever fince you publithed 
your paper, and now afk it as a favour that you will publiffi 
the above, that if I am in an error, fome kind hand may put 
me right. A diftrefed old Man. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


. DOMESTIC. 
EXTRACTS FROM REV, MR. CRAM’S JOURNAL. 
( Continued from p. 395-) 
gig oi MAN, they call Hanks, who was taken 
a N bv. 8, Koday: captive when a. child, and fuppofes he 
was of Dutch defcent, but -never knew the names of his family, 
No. ar. Vol, Til. Gecg accompanied. 
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accompanied me about five miles up the Cataragus Creek to 
a Seneca village. The Indians are principally engaged in 
hunting at this feafon, but thofe who were at home, affembled 
in their council houfe, with a number from the Delaware village, 
which is about the diftance of one mile from this village. 1 
{pent about four hours, with them, labouring to make them un- 
derftand the fame things which I have fpoken to other In- 
dians in my travels. I had the afliftance of Hanks and Sally 
Plummer, a female, who was taken captive when young. 
She is out of health, and has been under fome ferious impref- 
fions for fome time paft. She did not.know that God was ev- 
ery where, and yet fhe had underftood that he knew all things, 
even the thoughts, and fhe did not know how to put thefe 
things together. She faid fhe did not know. it was wrong to 
live as fhe had done, till. fhe was lately told of the evil. 
She wifhed to know if fhe fhould not be forgiven, if fhe 
left off her bad tricks, as fhe expreffed it... I. wifhed .to 
know what lay with weight on her mind. She inform- 
ed me fhe had been accultomed to ufe profane language at 
times when with white people, but fince fhe returned to the In- 
dians again, fhe did not ufe fuch language, becaufe they 
did not in their language. She faid fhe was fick fome 
time palt, and fhe found fhe was unfit to die, and it wer- 
tied her more than her ficknefs.. She wifhed to know, how 
long after fhe began to leave off her bad tricks before fhe fhould 
be hac While I was labouring to inftruct her, fhe wept 
much and trembled. Hanks is an obliging man, had lived 
feven years with a Britifh half-pay officer, but feemed to have 
no very ferious impreflion ; after mterpreting for me to the Sen- 
ecas, he laboured to make the Delawares underftand what I had 
faid, as he underftood their language. 

The chief warrior of the Senecas had a high character for 
every excellence, which could be expected among Indians, 
whofe manners, as far as I had opportunity of obferving, 
would not difgrace any civilized company. He made a hand- 
fome fpeech to me at the beginning and clofe of our meeting, 
and thanked me a thoufand times, as it was handed to me re- 
peatedly, for my labours. 

The chief warrior of the Senecas, where, in company with 
fome of his neighbours, I fpent the evening, alked me a num- 
ber of queftions. He withed to know, whether the contentions 
among men were from themfelves or the Supreme Being— 
Seemed defirous of information refpecting the wars of Europe. 
I read to him the accounts of.exertions for promoting religion 
among the heathens, by all which I laboured to illuftrate my 
anfwer toyhis queltion. 

He had a fon, who appeared dangeroufly fick. I afked him 


whether he was willing and fit to die. He faid, he never ead 
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done any thing very bad, never killed any one, &c. and did 
not feel greatly troubled about dying, or to that effect; was 
willing the great Spirit fhould doas he pleafed. The father 
mentioned how he had inftruéed his children, that they had 
been obedient, &c. it appeared as though he confidered his fon 
as fitto die. His children appeared obedient. In the even- 
ing he {pake to his neighbours of his great forrows, that many 
of the Indians.wernt out when I was {peaking to them. He 
obferved he repeatedly counfelled his people, but they would 
not in general liften to thefe things. After evening prayersys 
he gave me his hand, and thanked me. 

Nov. 9, Saturday morning. Expounded from Mark iv. to 
a few Indians, and prayed with them. While here, vifited 
with the chief warrior the Delaware village. Here I found a 
number, who gave attention to..prayers and expounding the 
{criptures and exhortations.. 

Nov. 10, Lard’s day morning. © Having learnt, where I 
lodged, that by going a little diftance eut of my way, I 
might find a denfible Indian ‘Chief, and another Indian, 
who could fpeak Englifh, I called .on them at Smoak’s 
Creek. The Chief’s mame is Pollard. | He is a farmer, and ap- 
peared to have plenty,of provifion, and a decent houfe. He 
heard me attentively. I labouredto make them underftand 
my bufinefs, and to fhow them, that unlefs they renounced 
their heathenifh religion and embraced the religion of Jefus 
they could not profper. They propofed to me to vifit the 
young King, who is the chief man of the ration by birth, but 
wifhes not to.be cumbered with public bufinefs. Pollard being 
out of health, only the one, who fpake Englifh, accompanied 
me ; we met the young King, decently and. cleanly drefled, on 
horfeback, whofe appearance every way correfponded with his 
noble birth and unambitious fchemes. 

The young King told me their Chiefs.would be together at 
Buffaloe in about two days, where I might {peak to them, I 
then made for Buffaloe, which was about 5 miles diftance. 
The principal man, who encourages preaching, called on me 
and invited me to his houfe. He, with his aged parents, were 
from Vermont, formerly from Eaft-Hartford in Conneéticut. 
He thought it was fo cold and bluftering it was not beft to 
have preaching this day or evening, but on the morrow people 
would be glad to come out. His wife is a profeflor of religion. 
His mother alfo, I hope, is a pious woman. 

Nov. 11, Monday, P. M.  Preached to a fmall gathering of 
people, from Mark xvi. 16. In the evening more gathered to- 
gether, and I preached to them from Titus ii. 11—14. 

- A’woman attended meeting, who was lately from the Con- 
necticut Referve, who has been vnder. great concern, for her 
foul, and has what is called the bodily exercife. She has late- 


ly 
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ly been troubled with the fever ague. She appeared to be of 
an even difpofition, had had a religious education. Her huf- 
band afked me about the religious attention at Cg; the colour 
came in her face, and fhe began to have a motion with her 
head. She freely and pleafantly anfwered my queftions re- 
{pecting this exercife. She faid it came on her oné evening 
when her hufband was from home; fhe had been fome time. 
troubled about her foul, and had been deprived of ufual fleep. 
That fhe had been fo exercifed as to falldown. That fhe once 
had a ftrange exercife of her head, going far back, néarly to 
the floor, and then forward equally near the floer, and ftill fhe 
was able to keep on-her feet. When at meeting where I 
preached, fhe was exercifed; her face was fometimes drawn 
over one fhoulder and then the other. I afked her at the 
clofe of the fermon, whether fhe had been compofed. She faid 
fhe had had ‘a good deal of exercife. She appeared pale, and 
her head and neck were in confiderable motion.. She thought 
fhe had fome hopes fhe was reconciled to Ged. 
Nov. 12, Tuefday. Had an interview with a number of the 
Chiefs and others of the Buffaloe Indians. I had learnt fome- 
thing of their objections to receiving miflionaries, and wilhed 
to know if they were difpofed to go intoa difeuflion of the fub- 
ject. Inftead of complying with my requeft, they embraced 
the opportunity of ftatmg their ufual obje@ions, arid feemed 
not difpofed to go into any inquiry, which is ufeful. 
Nov. 13. I made another requeft this morning to the 
Chiefs, but they refufed to confer any farther for the prefent. 
They faid a miflionary was fent them from New York, thar 
the ftate was building them an houfe for religious purpofes, &c. 
I was detained fome time this day at Black Rock, waiting to 
crofs into Canada. While I was detained, vifited mof of the 
houfes in the neighbourhood, converfed with a Roman Cath- 
olic, who appeared very attentive to what I remarked. Alfo 
a Prefbyterian from ‘Ireland. Lodged ata houfe on the Britifh 
fide of the river where | was formerly acquainted. The wo- 
man of the hovfe appeared near her end, by a confumption ; 
fhe thought fhe was - fit to die, and fpake of her hopes being 
only in the free grace of Chrift. She had longed to depart for 
fome time pat. - ee : : one : 
Friday vifited at Niagara,. The minilter, who was in this 
place, when I vifited it two years ago laf {pring, has left them: 
Preached here Lord’s day, Nov. 17, from Matthew vit. 24, 25, 
and Mark i. 15. Had fome opportunity of coriverfing with 
fome mourners and others in the evening. ‘One prefent, for- 
merly from New England, has lately been alarmed about her 
foul, and embraced fome hopes. ‘The man of the houfe was 
admitted to profefs religion, when 1 vifited this place in 18co. 
One at 4 mile Creek at that time embraced orthodoxy, and has 
v : clea petals Ayer aig ots beer 
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f been a principal advocate for fentiment and prattice fince. He | 

- ‘Mentioned two, who were much incenfed at my preaching on 
r my laft'vifit, one of them fo much fo, as that he thought I Mf 
r ought to be put out of the country, but had fince embraced the i 
- ‘doétrines which I preach. Some, who were formerly awaken- \ 
4 ed, have become Methodifts. 

.. Tuefday vifited the American garrifon and a few families 

Ye on that fide of the river.” 

e ’ Lord’s day, Nov. 24. Preached at the American garrifon, 

O in a chapel built by the French, from Mark xvi. 16, and Heb. i 
e ‘xi, 32, &e. Capt. Léonard was the fon of a clergyman of that \ 7 
I name formerly of Woodftock in’ Conneticut. He tréated me " 
n ‘with much attention, and thought it would be ufeful could gar- 

e tifons have preaching. 

d _ Came to Wolworth’s, 12 miles, no family onthe road. This 

d family were nine miles from the falt works, who are their near- 

it ‘eft white neighbours. The woman of the houfe feemed very 

‘ready to hear religions difcourfe. It had been feveral years 

e fince fhe heard preaching ; fhe could not well tell how long ; ' 

= her hufband faid he Had heard preaching but once for five i 
d years paft. The woman profeffed religion when young. In Wg, 
>= her different places of fojourning fhe had experienced much 

d ‘diftrefs for want of religious company. 

d '. Nov. 28, Thurfday. Mr. Wolworth accompanied me to 

vifit the Indians at Tonawanta Creek, 4 miles from his houfe. 

€ This fettlement confifted lately of about 108 fouls. We call- 

t. ed at the houfe of Blue Sky, a fenfible and reputable chief, but 

at he was from home. We then vifited a houfe where there is a 

Ce ‘Delaware woman, who can fpeak Englifh. We returned to | 
0 Blue Sky’s houfe, had an interview with fome old men and wo- 

1¢ men ; the hunters were principally from home. One old man 

h- had Been with the Roman Catholic Indians in Lower Canada, 0 
fo and liftened to my difcourfe. When we were at prayer, John 
fh Sky, a chief, and coufin to Blue Sky came in. “He had an an- 
0 gry appearance, but was told it was his common appearance. 4 
¥ ‘He was very diligent with his knife, prepating a’handle for 
T4 his hatchet while we had fome converfation. I told him they 
oF mutt give up their heathenifh religion of burning dogs and to- ; ' 
| bacco, &c. and embrace the Chriftian religion, or they could : 
is not be a profperous people. He replied that I would not like ; 
n. at fhould he come where I lived and tell me I mnuft lay afide ' 
53 y books, &c. I informed him we fhould not be difpleafed to | 
th bie him ufe all the arguments in his power to convince us of i 
r- what he thought was riglit. I laboured to fhow him they v 
er had no proof of their religion; we were able to prove ours i 
as was right. He faid, he wifhed to have their children fchooled, ft 
O. 


but the other Indians would not agree to it. 
{'e be continuc 4) FOREIGN. 
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FOREIGN. 


Extra&s. from the Periodical Accounts of the Miffions of the United 
Brethren among the Heathen. 










ANTIGUA. 


« This bleffed work is ftill going on in the fame manner. I 
muft particularly notice. a: meeting we have every Tuefday 
night, which has proved the means of flirring up, not only the 
little ones, but alfo hundreds of adult perfons, toa concern for 
their falvation.”’ 













BAVIAN’S KLOOF, near the Cape of Good Hope, 


From many pleafing declararions of Chriftian faith and ex- 
perience in the converted Hottentots, we have room to felec& 
only the following. 

One of them faid, “* Before we heard the word of God, we 
lived, like fenfélefs beafts, in fin and vice, and thought but lit- 
tle or never of God ; and even now, after the gofpel has been 
brought to us, and the great love of our Saviour towards us is 
defcribed to us every day, we ought to be afhamed that we are 
ftill fo difobedient to his word:” 

Another faid, “ Iam a miferable creature ! In my youth I 
grewup inall manner of bad things’; and continued in the 
practice of them till my old age. How fhall I thank our Sa- 
viour enough, that he has had mercy upon me !” 

Another faid, “ I am a poor finner, and many evil thoughts 
come daily into my mind ; but whenever they arife in my , 
heart, if I turn to my Saviour, and pray him to preferve me, he 
has pity upon me, and grants me again a fenfz of his love, free- 
ing my heart from evil.” 

One of the people related an account of a quarrel between 
her and her hufband; but added, “ Our Saviour has granted 
us grace to be friends again. _We confeffed to each other our 
fins : and kneeling down, prayed him to take all enmity and 
bitternefs away from us. He heard our prayers, and we now 
live in peace. This has given me new courage, firmly to trult 
in him.” 

One of the communicants faid, “ Iam not able to find 
words to defcribe the mercy and favour fhown to me on this 
occafion. What 1 felt during the holy facrament, and what 
my heart enjoyed, I muft take with me to eternity ; for it is 
not poflible to fpeak of it here. I thought, O my God ! is it 
poflible that fuch a wretched creature fhould enjoy fuch 


blifs !”? 
ANECDOTE. 
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4 Peafant and an Emperor. 

A Perfian emperor, when hunting, perceiving a very old 
man planting a walnut tree, and advancing towards him, afked 
his age. ‘The peafant replied, “Iam four years old.” 
An attendant rebuked him for uttering fuch an abfurdity in 
the prefence of the emperor. “ You cenfure me without a 
caufe,”’ replied the peafant: ‘“ I did not {peak without reflec- 
tion ; for the wife do not reckon the time loft in folly and the 
cares of the world: I therefore confider that to be my real age, 
which has been paft in ferving the Derry, and in difcharging 
my duty to fociety.””, The emperor, ftruck with the fingularity 
of the remark, obferved, “ Thou canft not hope to fee the trees 
thou art planting come to perfection.” “True,” anfwered the 
fage : “but fince others have planted that we might eat, it is 
but right that we might plant for the benefit of others.” “ Ex- 
cellent,” exclaimed the emperor. Upon which, as_ was the 
cuftom whenever any one was honoured with the applaufe of 
the fovereign, a purfe bearer prefented the old man with a thou- 
fand pieces of gold. On receiving it, the fhrewd peafant made 
a low obeifance, adding, “ O king ! other men’s trees come to 
perfection in the {pace of forty years ; but mine have produced 
fruit as foon as they were planted.” “ Bravo!” faid the monarch, 
and a fecond purfe of gold was prefented ; when the old man 
continued, “‘ I‘he trees of others bear fruit only once in a year, 
but mine have yielded two crops ina day.” “ Delightful !’ 
exclaimed the emperor, anda third was given: after which, 
putting fpurs to his horfe, the monarch retreated, faying, “ Rev- 
erend father, I dare not ftay longer, left thy wit fhould exhauft 
my treafury.” | 
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POETRY. 


CRUCIFIXION. 


IS this my Jefus, this my God ! 

Whofe body all o’er ftain’d with blood, 
Hangs on th’ accurfed tree ! 

Who bows his head opprefs’d with pain, 

But ’midf it all doth not complain ! 
Yes, O my foul, ’tis he! 


Is this my bleeding facrifice, 
Who bows his head, and calmly dies, 
High lifted on the tree ? Unknown 
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Poetry. [Aprit. 


Unknown by. Gentiles, mock’d by Jews, 
Whom almoft all mankind refufe ? 
Yes, O. my foul, "tis he } 







And fhall I, can yee forget 
His love, fo free, iihanitataly great ? 
No, never Jet it be ! : 
But let me always fee the Lamb, 
find ever praife his gracious name 
To all eternity. 
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EPITAPH ON THE GRAVE-STONE OF A MINISTER. 
WHILE fervile flatt’ry fpreads the hero’s fame, 
And pours her lavith praifes on the wife,  * 

Jefus, ’tis on the glories of thy name 
The Chriftian’s faith and hope of heaven relies. 


Thy pretious bloed be all thy feryant’s plea, 
Thy merits, Lord, alone fhall {peak for me. 
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PRESENCE OF. GOD. 


IN. holy,converfe with my God, 
How pleafant glides the {miling day § 
And when he theds his love abroad, 
All nature feems divinely gay, 
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Ye precious moments, fweet and few, 
Ah, why fo rapid is your flight? 

For, cheering as the morning dew, 
Ye diffipate the gloom of night. 

















“When prefent with your joys divine, 
This world recedes vide all its cares, 

And future blefled profpects fine, | 
Whilé heav’n a brighter glory Wears. 


But when, fégleaful of thefe chants; 

) ©* "1 cherifh not your longer ftay; 
i ' “What doubts, what fears, what dread alarms, 
4 ie “Unite to iteal- ‘my peace away! ** * 
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Dear Saviour ! thy endearing frailes 
: _. »_, Shall be the glory of my fong, 

| aa Thy prefence every care beguiles, 

iil « Torthee my life and foul belong. 
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